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Women’s History Week
terey Peninsula’s second 59-Cent
Day. This is a community-wide
consciousness-raising event, in
dubious “honor” of statistics
proving that each female full-time
worker in the U.S. receives an
average of 59 cents for each dollar
earned by a man. Last year, local
businesses offered 40 percent
discounts and 59-cent specials on
such items as one hour of roller
skating, bicycle patch kits and
bagels with cream cheese. This
year, it is hoped that more
businesses, restaurants and shops
participate.
Among events in the planning
stages for Women’s History Week
at MPC are a women’s arts and
crafts fair, live entertainment, a film
festival and workshops.
At press time, no meeting had
been set for December. If you are
interested in volunteering to help,
or if you have any ideas or
suggestions, or if you’d just like to
know more about what’s going on,
contact Linda Freundlich at 3753966 or Leslie Simon at 375-2940.
On with the celebration!

Planning is under way for next
year’s celebration of National
Women’s History Week, March 3-9.
The first meeting began with a
showing of Circe Records’ film
commemorating women’s history in
the United States which features
Kay Weaver’s inspiring song, “One
Fine Day.” This was followed by a
slide presentation documenting the
activities of 1984’s celebration.
Thus inspired, the gathering“of
about 30 women enthusiastically
discussed plans for next year’s
events, around the theme of
“celebrate!”
The rest of the evening was
devoted to discussing, planning and
forming teams (aka committees) to
implement the ideas generated.
One event being planned is a
concert, to be held on Sunday,
March 9, featuring a nationallyrecognized speaker or entertainer.
Proceeds from the event would
benefit Monterey County schools’
curriculum projects, through the
addition
of women’s
history
materials (films, slides, books, etc.).
Also in the works will be Mon

A Full Line- Up
By Rogi Riverstone
This is an era of economic budget-cutting and
educational back-lashing. In a time when Data
Processing replaces Dadaism Processes as a
subject of chatter over a cup of coffee between
classes, isn’t it refreshing to hear that the
Women’s Studies Program at Monterey
Peninsula College is not merely surviving, but
has expanded its spring schedule to include a full
range of evening classes by, for and about
women?
We’re not talking one Home Ec class one
afternoon a week here, folks; we’re speaking of
four courses per week, during the prime-time,
home from work and after-dinner hours of 7 to 10
p.m.
Evening classes to be offered are:
Monday — Sex Roles in Contemporary
Society, instructors Jenny Birnbach and Fred
Jealous
Tuesday — Letters and Journals: The Lives
of Women in Their Own Words, instructor,
Elizabeth Holm
Wednesday — Women in Cross-Cultural
Perspective, instructor Kate Miller
Thursday — Psychology of Women, in
structor, Jenny Birnbach.
Some of these courses — plus several others,
not offered evenings — will be presented during
the day as well.
Class schedule print-outs will be posted in the
Administration Building beginning Dec. 3. Actual

schedules will be available on campus Dec. 10,
and will be mailed on Dec. 26. The schedule
contains a mail-in registration form for those not
fascinated by last-minute, frantic lines of
frustrated people. In-person registration will be
held Jan. 22 and 23 at the Lecture Forum from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m.
It is the wise student who registers early.
First, registering by mail is relatively hasslefree, and you don’t have to stand in line. Also,
early registrants are most likely to get enrolled
before classes fill us. And, most important,
classes receiving a substantial early enrollment
are less likely to be cancelled, subject to
“projected low enrollment.”
A winter-session course, led by Margot
Edwards and called Women’s Health Issues, will
also be available.
Topics to be included are pre menstrual
tension, childbirth over 30, menopause,
osteoporosis and several others.
Registration for winter session will be held in
the Administration Building Dec. 3-21. Class runs
Thursdays, Jan. 3-24, 6 to 10 p.m.
This course is a one-time only opportunity as
it will not be available again in the spring.
If you would like to attend a class, but are
unsure of your schedule in the spring, register
anyway and if need be, drop the course without
penalty prior to the first class meeting.
Let’s support what supports us. Take a
Women’s Studies class at MPC.
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A New Wave of Strength

It has been a year when abortion has moved
back onto the public agenda, with a vengeance.
John J. O’Connor has become the Archbishop
of New York and revived the Roman Catholic
fight against abortion, the Republicans have
taken a hard line on the issue in their campaign
platform, and anti-abortion demonstrators have
interrupted the campaign of the first woman to
run on a major national ticket.
It has been a year of violence against family
planning clinics throughout the country.
But the movement for abortion rights has
been accustomed to struggle, and the recent
convention of the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America was a pragmatic pep rally
and celebration of what advocates saw as the
positive side of 1984.
“The interjection of religion into political life
is frightening, but my sense is it only helps us,”
said Faye Wattleton, the Federation’s president.
“It heightens the awareness that Americans still
have to contend with the threat of people like
Archbishop O’Connor who don’t want to permit
people to decide for themselves when and if to be
parents.”
Marie Love, of Chicago Planned Parenthood,
agreed, saying, “In some ways, it has re
energized us.”
They spin their confidence from polls showing
the majority of Americans favor abortion rights
and that they have rebelled against the mingling
of religion and politics. They also cite the sharp

rise in contributions to their political action
committees.
The most recent mailing to the 150,000
members of the National Abortion Rights Action
League, which echoed the Democrats’ warning
that the Rev. Jerry Falwell, leader of Moral
Majority, could have a hand in choosing new
Justices to the Supreme Court, gathered $20,000
in return contributions on Monday and another
$14,000 on Tuesday, triple the average return for
a two-day period.
“It’s a paradox and it’s unfortunate,” said
Marie Bass, director of the League, “but the
more the devil breathes down your back, the
more money you can sometimes raise.”
Most say they regard the opposition’s new
fervor as more of a desperate last gasp, coming
out of their failure to pass a constitutional
amendment that would ban abortion, than as a
new wave of strength.
“The pendulum isn’t swinging, the other side
isn’t getting stronger, it’s just their ability to
make noise,” Bass said.
There were encouraging exhortations for
family planners and abortion rights activists.
“The right wing has gotten you almost punch
drunk at times, I know, waiting for each new
assault when in fact you are winning,” Ellen
Goodman, the syndicated columnist, told a crowd
of 1,200 at the conference. “I’m not saying let up
your guard or fire your lawyers. But you could
behave a little more like winners. The public is

behind you.’
In her speech, Goodman called the vicepresidential campaign of Geraldine Ferraro the
perfect example of the inextricable link between
a woman’s reproductive rights and her equality.
“I assure you that if Ted Kennedy were
running for President the bishops would not have
taken such an aggressive tack against the can
didate,” she said, as the audience applauded
warmly. “Ferraro is an example of the church’s
loss of control over women’s lives on the issue of
birth control as well as abortion. Her candidacy
has pushed every button in the male hierarchy,
just to see a woman going to Church on Sunday
and talking pro-choice on Monday.”
Those attending the convention agreed they
were most concerned about violence at clinics.
Barbara Radford, who heads the National
Abortion Federation, said there have been 18
arson attacks on clinics since January and a sharp
rise in the number of death threats to clinic
personnel and their families.
But the group counted victories, as well as
problems.
—
Joanne Howes, head of the Women’s Vote
Project in Washington, pointed to the
Presidential and Vice-Presidential debates, in
which Mondale and Ferraro supported their
position on abortion. “Two years ago, no can
didate ever had the guts to bring it up as an
issue,” she said. “Now we have the top of the
ticket taking it on. That’s exciting.”
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So Much For Women to Create
Editor:
As holiday time approaches, I feel
a familiar dismay. The Christmas
season is said to be a difficult time
for people who don’t have family or
friends (or money) to celebrate
with.
As a feminist, I find it disquieting
that so many women celebrate the
rites of the original institution of
patriarchal oppression.
As a victim of Jewish enculturation, I see a proud heritage in
pre-Judaic Hebrew tradition. We
were once fierce, independent
women. It was the spread of
Judaism that helped men destroy
our matriarchal culture and gave
men license to enslave us.
And from its inception, the
Christian church has taught that
women are sub-human, created for
procreation and men’s pleasure.
Indeed, it was by church authority
that men burned nine million of us
as witches.
I find it obscene that so much of
our precious energy is given to the
very agency of our destruction.

notes from Demeter
We apologize for our late ap
pearance last month.
In anticipation of the election, we
moved our deadlines forward to
make certain that we would reach
our readers in time.
However, for unexplained
reasons, our printer delayed
publication for one week, and then,
on the way from the printer in King
City, Greyhound lost our copies for
three days.
_Jt was an extremely frustrating
10 days for us. We’re sorry for the
inconvenience and have promises
from all involved that it will not
happen again.
Basketball season is upon us.
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There are the lives of so many
heroic women to be celebrated. We
must create our own culture and
tradition.
I know we all are in process, and
struggling to free ourselves of the
woman-hating propaganda we have
been programmed with. I believe
that the first step in this process is
to see the evil and name it.
It is men who rape, murder, beat
and degrade us, every day, all day
long, as the tenets and preachers of
Judaism and Christianity have
instructed them to do for thousands
of years.
We cannot empower ourselves by
adopting the ideologies of our op
pressors, even if we change a
pronoun here and there. As Sonia
Johnson says, “Who wants a piece of
a rotten pie?”
I dream of the day when we all
will have chosen freely what to
believe and how to live our vision. In
the meantime, there is so much to
discard, and so much to create.
Randi Covin
Kenwood

If you’ve never played before or
are looking to sharpen your skills —
have we got some clinics for you!
MPC, in conjunction with the
Women’s Athletic Committee, the
YWCA, Demeter Resources and the
Monterey Parks and Recreation
Department,
is
holding two
basketball clinics on Thursdays,
Dec. 6 and 13, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
MPC gym.

Starting in January, there will be
A and B women’s basketball
leagues, sponsored by Monterey
Parks and Rec.
Demeter will enter a team in the
B league. If you are interested in
joining our team, call us at 375-5629.

national news briefs
Compiled from HerSay

Women in Office
Though the Democratic ticket
with Geraldine Ferraro lost by a
huge margin, the number^ of
women in public office continue to
rise steadily, though slowly.
According to Judy Goldsmith,
leader of the National Organization
for Women, most of the women
candidates for Senate and House
seats faced tough races against
incumbents, a difficult position
considering incumbents’ better
name recognition and fund-raising
abilities.
Only incumbent Kansas Senator
Nancy Kassebaum won a Senate
seat. However, according to the
National Women’s Political Caucus,
there are two new women in
Congress, a woman governor in
Vermont, two lieutenant governors
(one in Michigan and one in North
Dakota), a new secretary of state in
Oregon and the nation’s first woman
attorney general, Arlene Violet in
Rhode Island.
On the state level, says the
National Women’s Education Fund,
the number of women in state
legislatures rose one percent, from
991 women in 1983 to 1067 in 1984.
Kathy Wilson, leader of the NWPC,
said that “It’s frustrating to
measure progress in inches and not
miles — but the thing is, we always
make progress.”

Child Care Changes
The National Council of Churches
is calling for a national dialogue to
“replace the disarray that presently
characterizes child-care policy.”
The council’s governing board
made that statement recently in the
wake of its survey of 100,000
parishes and some 2,000 child-care
centers. Churches in the U.S.,
according to the study, are now
housing or sponsoring 40 percent of
the child-care centers in the
country.
The policy statement on child
care:

— Says child care services must
be available to all families “on an
equitable basis”;
— Says participation in a
“program of worship or mission”
should not be a requirement for
participation
in
child-care
programs;
— Says child-care workers are
“poorly paid and undervalued” and
urges child-care sponsors to give
them adequate pay and benefits;
— Opposes proposals by con
servative
churches that say
churches should be exempt from
child-care licenses because license
requirements would violate their
freedom of speech;
—
And
criticizes member
churches for being “unaware, illinformed or indifferent” to their
responsibility to promote an
examination of national child-care
needs.
Next spring the Council is also
expected to vote on a resolution
expressing concern over the sexual
abuse of children. That resolution
was sent back to committee after
the board heard a report that only
10 percent of abuse takes place in
institutions — the remainder
allegedly takes place among families
and acquaintances. The new
resolution is expected to address
abuse both inside and outside the
institutions.

Rubyfruit Rip Off
Rubyfruit Jungle, the book by
Rita Mae Brown about a young
woman coming of age as a lesbian
and feminist, may soon be made into
a movie — but what kind?
It seems that movie producer
Bruce Campbell, who spent 15 years
publicizing the anti-war movie
Johnny Got His Gun, wants to go
commercial with this new project.
Campbell told the San Francisco
Chronicle he plans to shoot the film
originally as a “hard R,” then later
add X-rated lesbian love scenes to
make the film a hit at hard-core
movie houses.
Author Brown is “steaming,” says
the Chronicle, not only because of

The Burning Bed
By Paula Krebs
NBC’s “The Burning Bed,” a TV
movie based on the Faith McNulty
book about a battered woman who
killed her abusive husband, stirred
strong response around the nation.
The movie, and the McNulty
book, centered on the fact that
Francine Hughes, a Michigan
housewife, was driven to the killing,
for which she was acquitted after a
plea of temporary insanity, by years
of horrible abuse by her husband.
According to Gail Martin, vice
chair of the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, “the
response in most states was
overwhelming.” Martin was hired
by NBC to contact state domestic
violence coalitions all over the
country to determine what effect
the film had. The film was shown on
Oct. 9, the first day of National
Domestic Violence
Awareness
Week.
As an example of response to
“The Burning Bed,” Martin cited
Transition House in Cambridge,
Mass., which reported three times
its normal rate of phone calls in the
three days following the show,
including 150 calls the night of the
movie.
Almost all of NBC’s local affiliate
stations ran the phone numbers of
their local battered women’s

shelters after the movie, and many
women reported to the hotlines that
that was the first time they knew
that such help was available to
them.
Indeed,, the only areas of the
country that did not see large
upsurges in calls were the areas
that already have extremely wellpublicized shelter and safe-home
programs, said Patricia Wheelan of
the National Coalition. Martin
agreed, citing large call volume in
West Virginia except in the
Parkersburg area, where two
women have been killed by bat
terers this year, and resulting
publicity has made the service
programs widely known.
Another interesting sidelight to
the show — calls to programs for
batterers
also
increased
dramatically. Martin wondered
aloud whether the abusers sought
help because they had finally
recognized that they had a problem
or because they feared a fate similar
to that of the batterer in the film.
“The Burning Bed” drew 52
percent of the television audience
when it was shown, making it NBC’s
highest-rated made-for-TV movie
ever.
(This article was reprinted from
off our backs.)

the above plan but because she
wants to either write the screenplay
herself or have a good screenplay
written. Brown says Campbell isn’t
offering enough to have a good
writer work on the project. Cam
pbell says that Brown is “a very
testy woman.” Brown adds that “I
certainly hope nobody out there
gives him money thinking they’re
helping me.”

Lesbian Romances
A publisher of romance novels is
giving lesbian love stories the cold
shoulder. Not so unusual, you might
say, except this publisher makes a
living from romance novels for gay
men.
Elizabeth
Gershman,
who
founded Knights Press in Stamford,
Connecticut, has targeted the gay
male audience for her books after
learning romance novels for women
kept the publishing industry alive
during the 1980-81 recession.
Gershman decided gay romances
would also be popular after deciding
the gay market consisted mainly of
“how to” books and tales of woe.
All this does not mean lesbians
will soon find a Knights Press
publication to keep on their night
tables, however. According to USA
Today, Gershman doesn’t publish
lesbian literature because she
considers it feminist, and she
doesn’t want to publish feminist
works.

Children in Court
A new verdict from psychologists
— children make better courtroom
witnesses than once thought.
The Journal of Social Issues says
many common beliefs about
children’s memories spring from
bias, rather than fact, and in reality
children can often remember events
and people as clearly as adults.
These new theories are appearing at
a time when the credibility of grade
school-aged witnesses is a central
issue in numerous cases of child
abuse.

Researchers say children’s major
weak point as witnesses is that they
recall fewer details of incidents than
adults do. On the other hand,
children have proven themselves
skilled at identifying faces — in one
study, six-year-olds were as ac
curate in picking out a picture of a
study participant as were college
students.
Says Dr. Gail Goodman, a leader
in the effort to re-evaluate children
as witnesses, “It no longer is clear
how much worse child witnesses are
than adults.” Goodman added that
“it is time” for some belief about
child witnesses to be “replaced with
solid evidence and deeper un
derstanding.”

Why Wage Gap?
Women’s organizations are at
tacking a think-tank study that
claims the wage gap between men
and women exists not so much
because of any sexual bias, but
because of women’s education and
work experience.
Economist James Smith, co
author of the study from Rand
Corporation in Santa Monica, told
the Los Angeles Times that there is
“no question that there is sex
discrimination in the workplace.”
But, he added, “women’s market
skills have been the primary shaper
of their economic status in the past
and will be in the future, rather than
legislation,
government
com
missions or political movements.
He further says that anti
discrimination laws have helped
fewer than 10 percent of the women
in the U.S. labor force.
Women’s organizations have
repudiated the Rand findings, citing
other studies that conclude court
decisions and political events have
helped change the perceptions of
employers and women alike about
women’s ability to function on the
job. Said Sandra Farha, president of
the California National Organization
for Women, “It seems like they’re
making a case to accept
discrimination in the workplace.”

Baby & Honor Too
SPRINGFIELD, ILL. - Two
years ago, after Brown County High
School officials discovered that one
of their senior students was
pregnant, they expelled her from
the National Honor Society. She got
her diploma, had her baby and went
to court.
“I worked 10, 11 years to get
where I was ... I worked hard.
They let me have (membership in
the National Honor Society), and
they took it away from me. I just
didn’t think it was right for the
reason they did it.”
Her judge agreed. U.S. District
Court Judge J. Waldo Ackermann
recently ruled that Brown County
graduate Loretta Wort must be
reinstated in the National Honor
Society. Rejecting the school
district’s attempt to prove that
removing Wort had contributed to
her
fellow
students’
“moral
development,” Ackermann found
that Wort’s expulsion had violated
federal
laws
prohibiting
discrimination against pregnant
women
and
constitutional
guarantees of equal protection.
December, 1984 — Demeter — 3
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National Organization for Women
This page is devoted to news from
the National Organization for Wo
men, Monterey Peninsula Chapter,
which is responsible for its content.
It serves in place of the chapter
newsletter and goes to all chapter
members.
Monterey Peninsula Chapter
P.O. Box 222583
Carmel, CA 93922-2583

NATIONAL
ORGAMIZATIOnj
FOR WOMEN

From the Sofa
With this page we adjourn our
newsletter for a few months. I’m
very appreciative to the Demeter
staff for offering NOW this op
portunity. We were able to reach
new people, increase our mem
bership and give our members a
chance to receive Demeter for
several months. Remember to
subscribe so you won’t miss any
future issues of this wonderful
paper.
Our next general meeting will be
in February. Exact date, time and
place will be announced later.
The chapter will be active in
assisting the local Women’s History
Week committee to put together
next year’s celebration. There’s a
wide variety of committees that

This is the final California NOW Legislative Report for the year. It lists all the bills
followed by California NOW in 1984. Single copies of legislation are available at no
charge from the Legislative Bill Room, State Capitol, Sacramento, 95814.
(Specify bill
number or Chapter number and year, and enclose a mailing label.) For further information
on a particular bill, contact your legislator's district office,

Assembly Bills:
AB 1 (Agnos) - Would prohibit discrimination in employment based solely on a person's
sexual orientation. Vetoed by Governor. Support
AB 7 (Katz) - Would allow courts to award child support for the educational expenses of
children over the age of 18. Died in Committee. Support

AB 182 (Katz) - Would require a court to order a spouse to disclose the couple's commun
ity property holdings, if the other spouse petitions.
Died in Committee. Support.

AB 201 (McAlister) - Would provide that victims of sexual assault would not have to under
go examination by psychiatrists for discovery purposes. Re-establishes law as it stood
prior to Proposition 8. Died in Committee. Support
AB 270 (Maxine Waters) - amended into AB 1367. Prohibits strip searches of people held in
custody for misdemeanors or infractions, except in specified cases. Signed by Governor.
Support.
AB 274 (Maxine Waters) - Restates existing pregnancy leave law in sex neutral language in
response to court decision which found California law to be sex discriminatory and in con
flict with federal law. Vetoed by Governor. Support.
AB 309 (LaFollette) - Would require that a contract between two cohabiting persons con
cerning ownership of division of property must be in writing. Died in Committee. Watch.
AB 426 (Cortese) - Would prohibit abortions in the absence of informed consent.
Died in Committee. Opposed.

need your ideas, energy and
commitment to make
1985’s
Women’s History Week a big
success. Please call me for more
information about the various
committees.
This month’s page is devoted to
state legislative bills that need our
attention — either by direct com
munication to the sponsors of the
bills to indicate your support or
opposition or to your state
representative or the governor if
he’s vetoed the bill.
Remember that although you
might not have liked the results of
the election, we have to continue
voicing our opinions on all issues
that could affect our lives.
For equality
Susanne Audet

U.S. Senators
The Honorable Alan Cranston
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Honorable Pete Wilson
720 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

U.S. Representative
The Honorable Leon Panetta
16th California District
339 Cannon House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515
or
Rodriguez Adobe, 380 Alvarado St.
Monterey. California 93940

Governor
The Honorable George Deukmejian
Governor of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814

State Senators
The Honorable Henry Mello
17th District. State Senate
Room 5108, State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814
or
1200 Aguajito Road
Monterey, California 93940

AB 435 (Merger) - Would prohibit abortion in the absence of informed consent, including
an explanation of the anatomical and physiological characteristics of a fetus and an
explanation that a patient must sign a waiver of her right to be informed.
Died in Committee. Opposed.

The Honorable Ken Maddy
14th District, State Senate
Room 5087, State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814
or
864 Osos Street
San Luis Obispo, California 93401

AB 525 (McAlister) - Would allow enhanced earning capacity that a spouse gained during
marriage to be considered community property. Died in Committee. Watch.

State Assemblymen

AB 557 (Chacon) - Would provide that victims would not be subject to psychiatric examin
ation for the purposes of discovery. Died in Committee. Support.

AB 848 (Bates) - Would add sexual orientation, age and disability to the section of the
Unruh Civil Rights Act which establishes the right to be free from violence.
Signed by Governor. Support.
AB 1011 (Peace) - Would establish regulations for the operation of sperm bank.
Died in Committee. Watch.

AB 1189 (Sebastiani) - Would require informed consent for abortions including: 1) a preg
nancy test be performed; 2) an explanation of the type of abortion being performed;
3) estimated recovery time; 4) a description of benefits, discomforts, and resks; 5) dis
closure of alternative; 6) patients right to revoke consent. Died in Committee. Opposed.
AB 1264 (Mountjoy) - Would prohibit an abortion after the 20th week of gestation unless
the life or health of the woman is endangered. Also seeks to set 21st week of pregnancy
as presumptive evidence of viability. Died in Committee. Opposed

SB 1718 (Hart) - EXTENDED DAY CARE ACT, provides a mechanism for participating school
districts to formulate plans to meet the child care needs of their latchkey children, and
apply for funding. Vetoed by Governor. Support.

The Honorable Sam Farr
28th District, State Assembly
Room 3120, State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814
or
1200 Aguajito Road
Monterey, California 93940
The Honorable Eric Seastrand
29th District, State Assembly
Room 5136, State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814
The Honorable Rusty Areias
25th District, State Assembly
Room 4139, State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814

White House Phones
(To make inquiries or register opin
ions)
202-456-7639

SB 1737 (Deddeh) - Provides a 2 year extension to the San Diego Workfare program as
well as changing the primary participants from the unemployed parent in 2-parent AFDC
families to the general AFDC population (ie: single mothers). Died in Committee. Opposed.
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the Edge of Laughter and Tears
The following is an interview with
Genny Pligrim, known as Bulbul,
feminist cartoonist. The interview
was conducted by Leah Halper and
first appeared in the July issue of off
our backs.
LH: What does Bulbul mean?
B: In Middle Eastern poetry a
bulbul is a bird of protest. I took it
as a pen name when my family
suffered for my outspoken opinions.

LH: Many of your cartoons aren't
remotely funny, like the one on
human rights. Is cartooning an
effective forum for such issues ?
B: Laughter is wonderful, healing
and sparkling. I’m always delighted
when I come up with funny ones.
But I think my best work has
danced along the edge of laughter
and tears. Laughter because we
recognize ourselves in the situation,
and tears because it’s the truth.

had to find alternative ways to get
our work out. Most of us work in
related fields to pay the bills. Strong
women who can use humor cause
uneasiness, so our work is attacked.
I think we all have feelings of
isolation, of seeing our artistic
realities denied. And we all have
struggled like hell to get our work
out. For women in cartooning it is
such a struggle to carry on, and for
feminists it is that much harder.
The patriarchs are not going to
pay you to show the world what
jerks they are, and if you portray
women out of the usual stereotypes
you will be pronounced unfunny and
brushed off.

progressive humorists and car
toonists to present something
different. At this point I concentrate
my jokes on those who abuse power.

LH: Why do your characters look so
square ?
B: My characters look square
because I look square. Most people I
see look square. My characters act
up, rock the boat, talk back, defy
authority. So much of what I see in
patriarchal culture is defiance in
style but not in substance. Too
many of us read, dress or talk
radical, but don’t DO anything
radical.
I can think of a cartoonist whose
character is allowed to get away
with a lot because she-’s sitting,
never on her feet doing anything.
The message from the patriarchy is
that you can say or write anything
but you’d better not show women on
their feet resisting. Here we are in a
society where war, genocidal inter
vention in other peoples’ destinies
and widespread deprivation suggest
hundreds of opportunities to resist.
This is all to say that it is harder for
traditional women to dismiss
characters who look like themselves
— even when characters are acting
out of the ordinary.
And displays of anger make some
women anxious. Part of our agenda
as feminists is to reach out and
speak in ways that don’t instantly
repel. I think the square look makes
showing anger easier to take.

LH: You've had some really
negative reactions to your work
from feminists and non-feminists
alike. Can you discuss these? What
strikes those chords?
B: In getting criticism I learn how
people exercise power and how I
handle it.
The establishment press squeezes
artists dry. But I find that the left
and feminist presses also neglect to
nurture their artists. For example,
cartoons are usually viewed as filler.
Artists need constructive criticism;
we need to have channels for it; we
need people to take us seriously
enough to give it.
Learning how to criticize is the
beginning of taking power: I can see
women emerging now who are
beginning to take responsibility to
use the power to criticize con
structively.

LH: How dad you get started car
tooning ?

Once I showed my cartoons at the
international feminist exhibition,
Pork Roasts. I saw a woman looking
at my cartoon of a woman in her
grave holding up a sign that reads,
“My name was Helen,” while
overhead the grave stone reads
“Mrs. Henry Smith.” The woman
looking at that cartoon laughed,
then she said, “Ooooohh, that hurts,
that’s me.”
With some cartoons, laughter is
not the point, truth is the point. No
way am I going to lighten it with
laughter in the human rights car
toon. Sometimes these cartoons are
hard to look at. Artists have to have
courage to clarify and help people
understand their oppression with
their conscious, knowing minds.
Human is an integral part of life
and the quality of laughter shows
what sort of society we live in and
people we are. Misogynist, racist,
homophobic jokes abound. It is up to
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B: I started by caricaturing teachers
in high school. My first cartoons
were for the Michigan Daily, the
University
of
Michigan’s
newspaper, where I did a panel that
was critical of college life.
Professors were silent on relevant
issues, women didn’t want to kiss on
the first date because they’d seem
too easy, there were a lot of vets
returning from the Korean War,
and male-female relations were
hopelessly romanticised. It feels like
that now to me — I get a real jolt
when I see women wearing bright
red lipstick, I think, “oh shit, again.”
There’s a certain value in being a
cartoonist at my hge. I’ve seen it
before, and now I see it happening
again.

LH: Why do you think the cartoon
of the woman knitting is so suc
cessful?

LH: Your cartoons are used as far
away as Australia. How do you get
them out?
B: When I started cartooning I tried
all the major syndicates and finally
saw they were structured in such a
way that my cartoons would never
get out. So I scraped together
money from teaching quilting
classes and went to UP Press, a
feminist press in Palo Alto. Three
wonderful women taught me pre
printing processes so I could cut
costs. I published my first three
cartoon collections with my children
helping collate and fold.
Women’s
presses
are tre
mendously important because so
much of what women have to say
would never get out without them.
For a long time the alternative
graphics services (Liberation News
Service and Community Press
Features) used my cartoons, and
when they folded I decided to start
my own cartoon service.
I work full-time, eight-to-five,
illustrating computer components in
a high techJSilicon Valley firm to pay
my bills. Each mouth I draw and
send out about a dozen cartoons to
my mailing list. I often get paid in

newspaper subscriptions, tee-shirts
or grateful thanks.
I wish I could cartoon full-time
but I get ideas for cartoons by
observing the indignities and
stupidities suffered by women at my
workplace. There’s a fast-paced,
hard-driving workaholic atmos
phere that makes people sick, I
mean literally — people are having
heart attacks all the time.

LH: Corporations like that are often
a target of your cartoons . . .
B: Yeah, I’ve come to the conclusion
that women have to start dealing
with the corporations as in
stitutions. Comparable-worth is part
of the struggle, but the corporation
still stands, and it’s the main enemy
of the democratic process, wrecking
our political life, our economic life,
poisoning our atmosphere.

LH: Do you know other feminist
cartoonists? Are their experiences
in getting their work out com
parable to yours ?
B: Feminist cartooning is evolving.
It’s just in its infancy. All the
feminist women cartooning have

B: This is a cartoon of hope. We
need expressions that are life
affirming, that give us energy to
struggle creatively. Part of me
wants to deny that people are
planning nuclear war, that they can
think in the ways they think. It’s the
mentality that will risk con
frontation with the Soviets, the
mentality that would risk the
species and planet. This cartoon
answers the military rationale for
an arms build-up. If we can risk the
END, surely we can risk a little
trust and disarmament.
LH: What would you like to have
done with your cartoons ? What kind
of recognition as an artist would be
helpful?
B: It’s been a struggle for me to
figure^ out what success is. Many
peopk\don’t think of me as a car
toonist because my work is not in
the white upper class media. I’d like
my cartoons to be taped up in
women’s rooms, shelters, offices,
clinics, peace centers and women’s
studies programs. The big time for
me would be to reach more people
with them than Time magazine
reaches. I would like to live long
enough to see that rag go under and
be replaced with feminist news in a
context that doesn’t glorify liquor or
plastic glamor or pseudo-democracy
and stunted freedom. I would like to
get support for a feminist animated
film or cartoon arts school-
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bookshelf
Dowling, Colette. The Cinderella
Complex. New York: Pocket Books,
1981.

Recently, a friend lent me this
book which was on the best-seller
lists for several months in 1981.
Reading it now, I could see why so
many women had described it to me
as being both helpful and healing.
It is a description of the ways in
which women have been taught to
be dependent, how we are unwilling
to admit this dependence to our
selves, and how fear producing and
self-sabotaging this craving for total
safety can be.
Using her own experiences and
the personal stories of many other
women, Dowling shows us how we
participate in creating situations
and relationships which do not allow
us to grow strong, loving and
autonomous.
She insists that we look at the
reality that we are not passive
victims only, but have been
programmed to have unhealthy
needs for protection, needs which
cause us to make choices because of
fears of being alone.
The difficulties with Dowling’s
analysis stem from some severe
limitations. First, she is describing
and speaking almost exclusively to
women who are white, middle class
and who come from traditional,
nuclear families. Second, she
assumes that all women are hetero
sexual and that dependency needs
always manifest themselves in
sexual relationships with men. This
narrowness of vision led me to
question some of the generalizations
that she makes.
The strengths in this book come
from Dowling’s determination to
share her hard-won personal in
sights with other women. Utilizing

the research and theoretical
paradigms of Karen Horney, the
psychologist who lived and worked
during the first half of this century,
she insists that what was learned
can be unlearned if women find the
courage to look inside themselves
without self-deception and make a
personal commitment to live with
wholeheartedness and authenticity.
— Kate Miller

chapter is titled “The Infinitely
Healing Conversation,” taken from
Adrienne Rich’s Of Woman Born:
“I no longer have fantasies — they
are the unhealed child’s fantasies, I
think — of some infinitely healing
conversation with her, in which we
could show all our wounds, tran
scend the pain we have shared as
mother and daughter, say

everything at last.”

This is an important, loving book
which I found both absorbing and
moving. Its major weakness,
however, is that it has an almost
exclusive focus on the lives of white
women. If the editor’s lens had been
broader, the book would be a great
deal more useful and enriching.
— Kate Miller

Payne, Karen (Ed.). Between
Ourselves: Letters Between
Mothers and Daughters, 1750-1982.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1983.

This engrossing and satisfying
new book brings together the
letters of many different mothers
and daughters in England and the
U.S. All of us are daughters, many
of us are mothers. Whether mother daughter ties are positive and
nurturing or difficult and painful,
they are almost always intense; this
collection gives us sharp insights
into the relationship which in many
ways shapes each of our lives.
Just scanning the chapter
headings is illuminating. Chapter 1
is entitled “Killing the Angel in the
House,” and Chapter 2 focuses on
“The Men in our Lives.”
Chapter 3 is called “Dangerous
Dreams,” and contains the letters of
women activists and artists who
have lived before us. Chapter 4 is
the letters of Teresa and Kate from
1973 to 1980, as the daughter en
courages the mother in her struggle
to leave a violent marriage.
Chapter 5 is about “Children,”
both having them and letting them
go; Chapter 6 is called “Loving
Women,” and contains tender and
moving coming out letters. The last

Playbooks Available
Playbooks for Auld Lang Syne, a
play about the challenges of aging,
are now on sale for production.
Auld Lang Syne, by Pacific Grove
playwright Jean Ackermann, is 38
minutes and has parts for four
women and two men. It’s a sad and
funny story about a spirited 81-yearold who sings and puns as she _
skirmishes with change, stereo
types and bureaucratic rules in a
nursing home.

Playbooks (scripts) are $5 plus $1
postage for the first copy, or
production packets of eight scripts
are available at $25 plus $2 postage
(add 6 percent California sales tax).
Royalties to the playwright are
$25 for the first performance and
$15 for each succeeding per
formance of any production.

Write to Pacific Play Rights, P.O.
Box 424, Pacific Grove.

Woman's Experience of Sex
Woman's Experience of Sex by
Sheila Kitzinger, 1983, $17.95.
By Margot Edwards
As an instructor in human
sexuality, I felt the women’s point of
view was often missing in books
advising about sex, even when they
included the so-called “women’s
issues.”
I suspected that for many women,
the sexual revolution had become a
burden not a liberation, because,
misinterpreting
the
message,
people thought a woman should
always say “yes” instead of “no” if
she were truly enlightened.
Now in Woman's Experience of
Sex, Sheila Kitzinger, the respected
British anthropologist who ad
vocates a psycho-sexual approach to
childbirth, addresses the dilemmas
of modern sex and love in a
changing world. “For many of us,
sex is not all it’s cracked up to be.
Many women feel guilty about sex,
not because we believe we have no
right to sexual expression, but
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because we are afraid we are not
good enough at it.”
Woman's
Experience
unashamedly counters a per
formance approach to sex, and gives
practical advice on what to do when
things go wrong. Unlike other texts
that quantify what a person does to
whom and how, Kitzinger places the
acts of sex within the context of
human lives, and shows how life
crises impinge upon the sexual
experience.
A happily married woman,
Kitzinger champions equal status
for women in marriage, writes
poignantly about loving men, and is
passionately concerned with the
welfare of children. As a feminist,
however, she upholds the right to
other lifestyles, and her daughter,
Celia, a gay psychologist, wrote the
excellent section on lesbianism.
“There are a lot of myths about
sex between women. It is
sometimes seen as a refuge from
male abuses — two pitiful creatures

crawl into each other’s arms for
solace. Or lesbians are presented in
the pornographic image as sexual
superwomen . . . and because many
people’s ideas of sex are limited to
sexual intercourse, the notion that
one woman must play the part of the
‘man’ and the other the part of the
‘woman’ ... is also widely believed,
even by some lesbians. These myths
distort and caricature our lives as
women relating to women.”

Kitzinger comments on the new
sex therapies. “I took it more or less
for granted that sex therapists must
be right when they talked about
female sexual dysfunction and when
they used therapies to adapt women
without questioning the social
values and codes which they impose
upon us.

“I have learned that women’s
sexual lives are marvelously more
complex than most books about sex
would have us believe. Working on
this book has made me more aware
than ever of the importance for us
as women of knowing and under
standing ourselves and not taking
for granted anything we are told
concerning female sexuality.”
Sometimes a writer can make an
enormous contribution to the
deeper understanding of some
important aspect of our lives. I think
this is true of Kitzinger’s Woman's
View with its sensitive drawings
and candid photographs to enhance
its wisdom. Topics include genital
geography,
masturbation
masturbation is the best treatment
for period pain”), celebrating
celibacy, massage for couples and
infants, and the complex subject of
sex as it relates to power.
I highly recommend this brave
and well-written book for families
and their older children.

poetry
Listen, Honey

Sure, I liked some better than others
some hardly at all,
they were different
in my mind I play with them
like paper dolls on a rainy day
one cried in the night, afraid of death
didn't remember by day
let’s see, who had the curliest hair
the biggest cock
the longest kiss,
like Truman, some look better now
like Nixon, some look worse
one bought me running shoes
made me sweat
but he wanted Mama
one had sexual fantasies
me getting pregnant by another man
I hurt until I got his foot off my neck
by standing up
one said he liked my poetry
but looked puzzled as I read to him in bed
with one I always faked orgasm
he was too tall, I just couldn’t geta grip
but I still love him
love them all, I guess
until in dreams, they saunter past
smile, hug a new girl friend or wife
I follow her to the ladies room
tell her he ’ll want another in two years
then I hate them, the men
and remember what Grandma said,
“They’re like street cars, honey,
there’s one on every corner, ”
and I smile
and get my fare ready.

Poetry by
Barbara Jennings
Decision

I stopped believing in you
the me in you
the you in me

the possibilities are not to be discussed
freely after dinner
over amaretto and coffee
with silver spoons in china cups
the future
glitters like fools' gold
in a room with no light.

Prayer for Christmas Night
“No, ” to nuclear arms and escalation.
0 Lord, hear our prayer and supplication
Emmanuel — God with us at this hour
Love is the way, the kingdom and the
power.
Amen.
Priere pour la nuit de Noel

“Non, “aux armes nucleaires.
Oremus cette nuit, chretiens.
Emmanuel — Dieu avec nous
Le Fils qui sauvera sonpeuple.
Amen.
Margaret Paroutaud

Last Year’s Diary

A woman with bright red hair
eyes two purple irises
a yellow clump of daffodils
tastes fear like old coffee
her heart beats like
the wings of a hummingbird
About 2 P.M.

she is reading old journals
words too heavy to lift from the page
the underwater writing
yields like the spring air
parts of herself so secret
she had already forgotten
them.

Narcissus bend in the rain
grass stalks pearl strung

in front of the blurred building
with the two red doors
I wait for you:
a single drop moves
like a siuW crack
down the car window.
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film

Identity with the Land
By Rachel Bishop
A movie which will be enjoyed by
a diverse audience, Country, with
Jessica Lange and Sam Shepard,
draws on both traditional and
feminist images to discuss the
themes of psychological and
physical strength and the balance of
local power.
The setting is a contemporary
rural community of small, stable
family-operated farms. For over 100
years, Jewell Ivy’s family had
termed the 180 acres she now
cultivates with her husband Gil, her
father and children Marlene and
Carlisle.
Family, farm and community life
for the Ivys is happy, fulfilling and
relatively
comfortable, though
strenous and demanding. However,
serious hardship comes to the Ivys
and other local farming families as
the FHA forecloses on loans issued
for farm operating expenses.

The actions of the FHA do more
than simply erode the struts of the
farmers’
precarious
economic
survival. As pressure builds, the
foundation of the family structure
nearly breaks and, even more farreaching, an entire culture is
threatened as their personal tie to
the land is almost severed.
Despite a largely urban
population, Americans have
traditionally identified themselves
with the land. There is an air of
independence and honor in this
image of simple, natural living that
remains immensely appealing to
much of the American public — an

image which remains distinct from
the
realities
of American
agriculture: slavery, the plight of
sharecroppers
and
migrant
workers, etc.
In Country, the roots of rural life
are part of a larger, traditional
system of values which include
family stability, hard work and
modest economy, community inter
dependence, regular church at
tendance, sexual morality, limited
use of alcohol and patriotism.
On the whole, the acting of
Jessica Lange and Sam Shepard is
superb; Jewell and Gil Ivy are
sincere, devoted farmers and loving
parents who, when faced with the
crisis of losing their farm, respond
within the framework of their
culture.
But as individuals of varying
capacity for psychological and
physical strength, each of the
members of the farming community
responds differently.
The first family the FHA attacks
is small — three members — and has
an added burden in that their only
son has brain damage. They are
forced to turn over their sheep to
the FHA, and begin to falter under
the
psychological
weight
of
economic defeat. As the family
members are separated from each
other and are individually too
exhausted to respond to community
support, the family is finally
crushed.
Through the fall of this family, we
see how the mechanism of FHA
power functions. For indeed, how
could such a virus take over such a
healthy community otherwise?
First of all, the tenuous economic
balance of a small farming operation
is easily disrupted by large and
unforeseen expenses. Using this
knowledge, the FHA manager
moves quickly and brutally to force
the small, economically weaker
family farmers to sell out in order to

repay their loans. As the aggressor
in the conflict, the FHA manager
shows that for the strong, the weak
are expendable.
Secondly, the “healthy com
munity” lacked a functioning ar
bitrator. The loan officers at the
bank and at the FHA remained
silent and inactive until late in the
game when the horror of the
situation becomes unbearable.

Lastly, the movement gained
momentum as those psychologically
weakened farmers lost hope and
reacted in a manner that was
destructive of their own value
system: one neighbor commits
suicide,
another
attacks
an
authority figure figure, and Gil
takes to drinking and abandons his
family.
It is at this point that Country
connects power and education. Most
of the farmers seem to have had
little education and thus no personal
resources to defend themselves
against the financial wizardry of the
FHA manager. What saves them is
the intelligence and organizational
ability of Jewell Ivy who, unlike her
husband, has had some advanced
education. Versed in agricultural
economics, she keeps the books, and
at the crucial hour draws from the
history of the 19th century
Populists and from her own sen
sibility to save the family farm and
the community.
The character of Jewell is one of
the strongest feminist images in

recent films. One marvels at her
physical strength as she works the
long hours of the harvest, keeps the
books, deals squarely with a
desperate husband and does all the
family’s cooking and cleaning.
In addition to her physical
stamina it is her emotional and
mental strength which enable her to
confront the psychological har
shness without crumbling; she
fights back in defense of her values.
Besides her personal fortitude,
Jewell is strong in her battle
because of her identity with the land
she farms. She draws strength from
the knowledge that it is the land of
her ancestors; it is Mother Earth,
the feminine aspect which is Jewell
herself. The farm has come to her
not through marriage but by her
own line, and will be passed on to
her daughter. We see Marlene both
helping with the housework and
with the effort to save the farm. The
son, thoroughly shook up by the
crisis, “doesn’t want to farm.”

Indeed, it is the words of the son
which seem to reveal the source of
Gil’s wavering connection to the
farm. Both father and son seem to
regard the land as their livelihood —
emotionally they identify with their
occupation rather than with the land
itself — and without the machines
and tools to farm, they are
emotionally too weak to fight back.
One major criticism — the
character of the daughter Marlene
is insufficiently developed.

Off the Record
By J.T. Mason
The holiday season is coming
quickly upon us. The following is a
brief list of some delightful albums
available for the music lovers in
your life.

— Cathy Fink, “Doggone My
Time,” Rooster Records. A smooth
folksy album. Beautiful vocals.
— Holly Near and Ronnie Gilbert,
“Lifeline,” Redwood Records. A live
recording highlighting two special
performers.
— Beth Scalet, “It’s a Living,”
Wakarusa Records. Bluesy vocals of
new and old favorites. Great ren
dition of “Whiter Shade of Pale.”
— Debbie Saunders, “A Shot in
the Dark,” Step by Step Records. A
remarkable album of piano and
vocals. Produced by Mary Watkins.
— Jasmine, untitled, Sweater
Records. A fine jazz album. Great
harmonies.
— Windharp, “Wind, Water,
Light,” Classified Music (cassette
only). Magical, healing music.
Combination of Celtic and Ney; Age.
- Judy Mowatt, “Black Woman,”
Shanachie Records. One of the few
reggae albums I like. Warm har
monies.
— Cris Williamson, “The Changer
and the Changed,” Olivia Records.
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A classic! The clearest voice around.
— Elizabeth Cotten, “Live,”
Arhoolie Records. She’s 90 years old
and still going strong. Good folk
music and fan rapport \from a
legend.
|
— Mary McCaslin, “Old Friends,”
Philo Records. My favoritb of her
many fine albums. Especially good
renditions of Woody Guthrie and
Beatles tunes.
—
Carmen
McRae,
“Car
men-Billie,” Columbia Records.
Take Billie Holiday’s best songs and
add Carmen McRae’s gutsy voice
and you have a very special album.
Soft and romantic.

New Book by Local Author
Elizabeth Watkins Jorgensen of
Pacific Grove is co-author of a book
recently published by New York’s
Grove Press that is just now
reaching the bookstores.
The volume, Eric Berne, Master
Gamesman, is a biography of the
noted
Carmel
author
and
psychiatrist, whose Games People
Play broke best-seller records in the
Sixties.
The volume is available in local
bookstores.

Improv Workshop
Sheri Glaser, member of Hot
Flashes, a women’s comedy group
based in San Diego, will offer a sixweek workshop in improvisation,
starting this month.
As an introduction, everyone is
invited to attend a “sampler” on
Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m. This
class will be held at 9320 Los Prados
Lane in Carmel Valley. Location for
subsequent classes will be an
nounced.
The art of improvisation dates
back to the Comedia Del Arte in
Italy. Performers were given an
outline and suggested characters
from which they were able to build

an entire script using only
imagination.
Today, this art form continues to
delight audiences with endless
possibilities and surprises created
on the moment.
It is not necessary, however, to be
a performer to benefit from the
relaxation and feeling of well-being
the play of improvisation inspires.
Whether you are shy, aggressive,
serious or funny; no matter your
occupation, vocation or aspirations,
you will enjoy this experience.
For more information, call 3751409 between 8 and 9 a.m. and 5 and
6 p.m.

4 LOCATIONS TO
SERVE YOU
Pacific Grove - 1180C Forest - 649-6272
Monterey - 201 Lighthouse - 649-1714
Salinas - 969 West Alisal - 758-0280
Carmel -173 Crossroads
Highway 1 & Rio Rd. - 625-5180

BAGELS • BAGEL SANDWICHES • BEVERAGES • DESSERTS
Dine in or take out — the finest on the Peninsula . . . and always fresh.

Katherine E. Stoner
Michelle A. Welsh
Peggy A. Schmidt
ATTORNEY AT LAW

STONER. WELSH and SCHMIDT
229 17th Street
P.O. Drawer H
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Telephone
(408) 373-1993

DIANA S. CASE
MARRIAGE. FAMILY, CHILD COUNSELOR
(406) 375-6142

• counseling
• transitrons
• personal growth
• stress management

• relationship issues

• assertiveness training
• career & life planning

BARBARA LICHT-GREENBERG
' MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELOR____________

“We are constantly invited to be what we are”
HENRY DAVID THOREAL

Therapy: a chance to explore your possibilities.

1010 CASS~STREET-D9 MONTEREY. CA 93940 • 375-8111

MUSEtime
By Riz Raymundo
Christmas is almost upon us and
before we know it, we’ll be into
1985.1 look forward to the new year
with hopes of a continuing good life
in a less troubled world, especially
with the wonderful relationships I’m
so fortunate to have. When I think
of the bygone years, I know that
without their support and en
couragements, I would not have
made it through those years.
I wish to dedicate this Christmas
MUSEtime to them.
First and foremost, to my
staunchest ally, my mother. Be I
right or wrong, up or down, she is
always nearby. My childhood and
even teen-age years were by far
easier on her than my adulthood. A
lesser woman would have given me
up as a lost cause long before my
25th year. She has gone beyond and
above the call of “Only a Mother
Could.”
To my daughter who, along with
her growing-up pains, had to
contend with me and my growing-up
pains. -I thank her for the many
lessons
in
adult-and-child
relationship. She was a powerful
incentive and strengthener during
my single-parenting years.
To Claudina — synonymous for
strength and courage. She arrived
in the United States from Cuba 30
years ago not knowing a word of

English and soon after was deserted
by her husband because she had
dared to become pregnant. How she
ever managed to make a life for
herself and her daughter with
practically no help is beyond me.
When we meet now and
reminisce, she proudly says, “I do
not need husband! Pshaw! I have
good job, good life and very pretty
daughter. I find no man can do same
thing!” then laughs and winks at me,
“You do same thing, no?” I only nod,
not bothering to remind her of my
family’s help because it would only
lead to an argument. Besides, I am
not about to dispute her belief in
women’s strengths and abilities. *
. Posthumously, to Alma, a
paraplegic who had taught me by
her example to stand on my own
feet and fight for my place in life.
Many times I accompanied her to
therapy sessions and watched as she
struggled to “walk” between
parallel bars and dragged herself
across the mats, then come up with
a triumphant smile at the end of her
exercises.
She had such faith that the good
in people outweighed their bad, she
often traveled alone without fear,
driving to San Francisco or to
Omaha. A fiercely independent
woman, she often said, “As long as
my wheelchair doesn’t have a flat
tire, I can get around by myself.”

But her one biggest fear was to
become a burden on society and
when her body began to show signs
of weakness and deterioration, she
gave up on life entirely. My
memories of her and her spunkiness
have seen me through many
troubled times.
To Betty and Jo, whom I met
when we three were new to the
single-parenting role. The support
we gave each other as we struggled
to rebuild our lives was tremendous.
We kept each other’s morale up
through the constant barrage
around us of “Why aren’t you home
with the kids instead of working?”
or “Why don’t you get married?”
We held each other up under the
pressures of “a woman’s place is in
the home” atmosphere of the time.
Now we look back at those years
and laugh at our stubborn audacity
for having made it in the man’s
world. We’re rather proud to be
included among the many women
who have gone through the same
difficulties in triumph.
Posthumously,
to
Zora,
a
beautiful, black woman who had
fought her way through the ob
stacles the world (and even her
family) had placed before her. The
lessons she had learned she tried
passing on to me. Many times she
would scold mewhenT showed signs
of wanting to give up. I have not

forgiven myself for not un
derstanding why she gave so much
of herself and time to others without
return until long after her untimely
death. Now, whenever I become
impatient or selfish with another,
she enters my thoughts and I
straighten out.
To Arlene, Bettina and Kate — I
can’t help wonder if, at times, these
three wonderful women have ever
wished that the telephone hadn’t
been invented, or that they lived in
another part of the country.
Whenever I go into my well-known
periods of need for supportive talk, I
call or seek them out. Job could take
lessons from them. Not only am I
learning how to remain strong by
their examples, I am also learning
how to respect others’ ideals and
space.
To Tillie who, along with Kate
and Bettina, has kept my self
confidence in my abilities from
slipping. Their interests and en
couragements have kept me from
detouring away from my ambitions
and goals. They have opened up a
new world of interests and people
for me.
I wish it were possible to mention
the many others who have come into
my life, even for short periods of
time. They, too, have given me
strength and a part of themselves.
I count and recount my blessings.
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